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Nonprofit organization Florence has been providing grants for the
promotion of food support initiatives since the 2023 fiscal year. As an
intermediary support group under the Children and Families Agency,
Florence collaborates with nurseries and other institutions to drive
food assistance programs.

One of our core values is to enhance local communities by
using nurseries and this initiative as a starting point. From July
to January, over 80 organizations nationwide have joined us in
this endeavor. Despite geographical distances, we hope that
through this magazine, these like-minded organizations can
foster a sense of camaraderie among each other.

Whatis 7O0—L Y ROBZIEEXE

TO—LYZAPBIEEEC L THHOMNRELTVLWZDIE. TFrua®2) (REELCHERN
TREZRERM  T7J—RNAYFI—] (RBEACOBR CREUEALABRCEREREES) «
TCrHbER) (BRPYPERAREZIREICEKIX) OD320FH TS, B LAHEEKIEZ. COIFED
WINHhrZRELTWVWET,

Florence provides grants for food support initiatives, focusing on three key activities:

+ Child Cafeterias: These cafeterias operate within facilities such as nurseries, offering meals to
family.

- Food Pantries: Located in nurseries and similar institutions, food pantries distribute food items
and daily necessities.

+ Children’s Home Meal Delivery: This service delivers food and essential items directly to
households.

Organizations that receive grants from Florence implement one or more of these three initiatives.
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A Landscape with Food Support
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Introduction of the
Person in Charge of

Food Support Activities
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Makana,ltabashi-ku,Tokyo
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Itabashi-ku,Tokyo
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This town has a warm and
nostalgic atmosphere. There
are alleys and shopping streets
lined with long-standing shops.
Of course, people and families
gather in such towns. This
time, we will introduce Hideko
Yamamoto of Makana, who is
active in Itabashi-ku.
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HidekoYamamoto
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Yamamoto-san, the representative of Makana,
which is active in Itabashi-ku, is particular
about the packaging of the pantry bags to
make the recipients feel happy. She
distributes the bags once a month, and pays
attention to the ribbons and wrapping paper

used for the bags.
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A Close-Up Report
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—  What is Passion?




Fujinoki-Shokudo&HUG nursery shool
Toyama City, Toyama
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“If you don’t have a system, I will do it yourself.”
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What is passion, really? As I was
interviewing to spread the word about the
“Nursery School Children’s Cafeteria”
project, I followed the activities of a
certain group and this question came to
me. There is someone who embodies
passion in the Hokuriku region. That is
Miyuki Kuroda, the representative of “HUG
Nursery School and Fujinoki Children’s
Cafeteria” in Toyama Prefecture. Kuroda’s
creed is “If there is no system, I'll do it
myself”. Yeah, that’s probably “right”. In
any era, before the system, someone,
somewhere, “practices” and the social
system is established.

On a day when the heaviest snowfall of the
winter fell, I accompanied the children’s
home meal delivery activity of “HUG
Nursery School and Fujinoki Children’s
Cafeteria”. Sometimes in the wind that
blows like a blizzard, I drive from house to
house. Next to the seat is a shoulder-type
cooler bag. Inside it is a colorful lunch box
made by staff member Kanamori. After
driving for about 30 minutes, the car
stopped in front of a house. Kuroda got out
of the car, holding the cooler bag in one
hand, and knocked on the door of the
house. She called out through the
intercom. “How are you? I brought you a

lunch box.” She went into the house and
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had various “conversations”. “Did you sleep
well yesterday? Is there anything help?”
Kuroda listened carefully to the mother’s
anxieties and mental state about child-
rearing. “I was busy yesterday and I haven’t
slept well yet. I'm going to give the baby a
bath soon,” the mother said. Kuroda
quickly prepared for the bath. Her body
moved naturally rather than words. During
the bath, the mother also told Kuroda
about her various troubles and hardships.
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As the visiting time was coming to an end,
Kuroda said to the mother. “Your health is
the most important thing, so please send
me an SOS anytime before things get too
hard. You don’t have to worry about
anything. Your health is the most
important thing.” The mother’s expression
softened. I was almost moved to tears by
the “warm” sound of her words. There are
many words of concern for the child after
giving birth. At the same time, it is very
important to care for the mother and the
parents. It was a visit that made me realize
the importance of “kindness close at hand”.

On the way to deliver to the second family,
Kuroda suddenly said. “I want to stop the
cycle of families with mental difficulties.”
Kuroda used to be a psychiatric nurse. She
felt that “mental difficulties” tended to be
passed down from generation to
generation in the same family. “I want to
stop this “cycle” in my and my children’s
generation. That’s why I and everyone at
the nursery can work hard.” It is important
“data” that people who work on the front
lines feel. It is the voice of the field that
cannot be measured by statistics alone.

She arrived at the next house. There, too,
the first word was a word of concern for
the mother. The mother’s face brightened.
The air between the two was “soft”.
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The mother I visited said to me, “Kuroda-
san is like Mother Teresa of Toyama for
our family.” Kuroda was shy. “I’'m not that
great, I'm just an grandma from Toyama.”
There must be many people who were
supported by the presence of “grandma”.

I was made to think about what passion is
by following the activities of Kuroda and
the staff of HUG Nursery School. Kuroda
decided to open a nursery school like
“grandma’s house” and bought a house with
a 25-year loan. The Kuroda family was
great discussed by the argument, “Do we
really need to do that much?” But Kuroda
did not give in. That was HUG Nursery
School.

The energy that emanates from her like the
sun. It can be too hot for the people close
to her at times. But for some people, it
feels like an irreplaceable “warm light”. A
warm passion like the sunlight that melts
the deep snow of the Tateyama mountain
range. Kuroda and the staff are working to
ease the “difficulties” of the families as
much as possible. They carry the lunch
boxes full of love made by Kanamori, the
cook. Come on, you suns of Toyama City,
please deliver the “sunshine” to the

families today.
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How Dietitians See Their Profession

Lo NEFRXL

Yuka Takahashi,Dietitans,Orange House Ohana Nishikasai Nursery
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At Orange Ohana Nishikasai Nursery School,
the most popular menu item is “minced meat
natto bowl” (photo: above). Many children
dislike the unique smell and texture of natto.
But by adding some cooking and ingenuity,
the distinctive features of natto become less
noticeable, and it becomes a popular dish.
The children enjoy the dish without knowing
or caring about the extra effort. Adding some
invisible touches. That’s the work of a
professional. The nutritionist who makes this
No.l dish is Yuka Takahashi. Her role extends
beyond mere cooking. Observing the meal
scene is also an important job. “I observe the
children’s age and situation. I look at their
expressions and chewing during the meal,
and think about how to use them in cooking. I
adjust the size and shape of the ingredients as
needed.” Takahashi says as if it were natural.
Today, the children are surely eating a
delicious lunch casually. But behind that,

there is a solid professional work hidden.
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My Standard #moczono

Creating an atmosphere that makes people feel "At ease”".
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Nishida Hiroko,Tunagaru Nagasaki
Nagasaki city,Nagasaki
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We are a group that operates in
Nagasaki City, Nagasaki Prefecture.
We are still a new group, so we think
it is important to let our users know
about our activities. When we do
pantry distribution and children’s
cafeteria, we value creating an
atmosphere that makes people feel
"At ease"!
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”High in nutritional value and convenient.
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But be careful not to drink too much
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Small Step, Yokohama city, Kanagawa
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This “Meiji Meibalance” drink is very
popular when we distribute pantry items!
Many of the mothers in our garden have
children who need medical care, so it is
difficult for them to find time to eat
slowly. Therefore, they appreciated the
food that can easily supplement their
nutrition. The variety of flavors is also
attractive. Children who are picky eaters
or have difficulty eating orally can also
drink it as a nutritional supplement
according to their preference. However,
be careful not to drink too much as it is a
high-nutrition drink!
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We are always
here to support
you.

IRE Editorial

75T : L I e Yamasaki Shun
L Yamasaki Go

WENPOEAN 7O—L >R

JO-LYRADREEBCCHERE

B EREY %BH Teammate
B %wF Makiko Kajitani
BHAE  Ari Sakai

e

RS -

5D

u' hoikuen-kodomo-syokudo_R5@florence.or.jp

32



magazine

Lokanta

CELRBOABL. BRENLE

+lorence

Issue No.0O1
2024 Spring



